Severe influenza resembling hemorrhagic shock and encephalopathy syndrome.
Influenza-associated encephalopathy is a clinically diverse syndrome and severe cases are not well documented outside Japan. Clinical, pathological and molecular aspects are described of two fatal cases presenting during 2004 and 2005 winter seasons in The Netherlands. Results showed that severe influenza can resemble hemorrhagic shock and encephalopathy syndrome, and proper testing for influenza virus should be considered in similar cases. The failure to detect viral replication in non-pulmonary organs including the brain would support the pathogenesis of this syndrome is based on proinflammatory cytokine responses.